ICCVAM's focused efforts have resulted in approved alternative test methods for many types of product safety testing, including the four most commonly conducted safety tests: acute oral toxicity, dermal irritation/corrosion, ocular irritation/corrosion, and allergic contact dermatitis. The first test method evaluated and recommended by ICCVAM was a mechanism-based assay for allergic contact dermatitis testing that uses fewer animals and eliminates pain and distress compared to the traditional assay. The comprehensive ICCVAM evaluation served a key role in achieving rapid international acceptance and widespread use of this alternative method. Since that time, ICCVAM has contributed to the national and/or international regulatory acceptance of 27 alternative safety testing methods, including 17 that do not use live animals (ICCVAM 2009b) .
In April 2009, an ICCVAM initiative fostered an international agreement between the United States, Canada, Japan, and the European Union that is expected to further reduce animal use in product toxicity testing worldwide (Hood 2009; ICCVAM 2009a; NIEHS 2009 ). The agreement involves globally coordinated, high quality validation studies and peer reviews executed using a transparent process that should speed the international adoption of alternative toxicity testing methods.
In the United States, federal law requires that new test methods must be determined to be valid for their proposed regulatory use before their adoption by regulatory agencies (ICCVAM Authorization Act of 2000). The law also stipulates that the new alternative test methods must provide equivalent or improved protection compared to existing methods.
ICCVAM's comprehensive scientific evaluations address these legal requirements, expediting acceptance of new test methods, and fulfilling a vital role in assisting agencies in meeting regulatory acceptance requirements.
Promoting the use of accepted alternative methods has-and will continue to have-a huge positive impact on animal welfare. Thanks to the work done by ICCVAM and other organizations, animals are no longer required for many testing scenarios and the number of animals required for safety tests has been dramatically reduced. Where animals must still be used, many test methods have now been refined to significantly reduce or avoid most pain and distress. Most importantly, ICCVAM's careful evaluation of the usefulness and limitations of these alternative methods will ensure that their proper use will in fact continue to support equal or better protection of people, animals, and the environment.
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